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the stationer's shop ; he was a typical bourgeois with a
hard collar and a black suit, who had owned and lived
in the shop for the last twenty years and looked as if
he was a fixture there for another twenty; but by
midday he had put on his black hat and he too was on
the road, pushing a wheelbarrow with a few household
goods and perspiring freely.
In the middle of this confusion we were given a very
welcome gin and vermouth at the Mess of the M.T.C.
by their commanding officer. Miss Betty Scott. A group
of eight British women were at Vouziers attached to
the Reach Army, driving cars for the Service Sanitate,
taking captured German airmen to headquarters, and
driving wounded refugees to hospital An example of
the fatalistic way in which these people were abandoning
their houses was given us by Miss Scott, who said that
her landlady had departed the day before and had handed
her the keys of her villa. Miss Scott had suggested that
she should take them with her, for it was not certain
by any means that the Germans would reach Vouziers.
** No," said the woman, " I took the keys away with
me in 1914 and when I came back the keys were all I
had left, It isn't worth taking them/'
It was part of die German strategy, I believe, to get
the civilian population on the move. When Rotterdam
was bombed, the Germans intended to destroy as much
of the town as possible in order to intimidate the Dutch
commanding officer, but in France they were using light
bombs which could be distributed over a wide area, so
that a maximum number of people were affected. This